How to See Scripture: The Four Stages of Biblical Sight

Most people want to understand the Bible better—but they don’t always know what the
journey looks like. This isn’t just about gaining knowledge; it's about developing sight. Over
time, with immersion and reverence, God trains our eyes to see His Word—not just as
information, but as artfully inspired revelation.

Here’s a simple framework for how that process unfolds:

1. Unconscious Incompetence — “l don't even know what I'm missing.”

This is where we all begin. We read Scripture without realizing there’s more than moral
guidance or doctrinal facts. The Word is true, but we haven’t yet learned to behold its depth,
structure, and beauty. We don’t know what we’re blind to.

2. Conscious Incompetence — “I know there’s more... but | don’t know how to
get there.”

Now we see glimpses. We become aware that there’s richness beneath the surface. We feel
the weight of our own shallowness and start asking better questions—but it still feels just
out of reach. This is where hunger begins.

3. Conscious Competence — “l can see more now... but | have to work for it.”

At this stage, we're following the logic, tracing literary structure, spotting intentional
patterns. But it still takes effort. Reading the Bible feels more like wrestling than resting.
We're seeing more, but we’re still climbing uphill.

4. Unconscious Competence — “It just comes alive. The connections speak.”

This is where the Word begins to open itself. Not because we’re clever—but because we’ve
been formed. Structure, rhythm, repetition, and tone start to emerge on their own. We're not
just interpreting anymore—we’re beholding. The Word is thinking us into its shape.

Wherever you are in this process, keep going. Stay immersed in the Word. Ask better
questions. Read slowly. Listen deeply. Over time, the Spirit trains your eyes. And what once
felt like mystery will become worship.

You won't just understand the Bible. You’'ll begin to see the mind of God.



