
Let Us Run 

Intro video: 
Immaturity is fine in a child and tragic in an adult, 
No one aims for it… except the modern church(openly shallow small groups) 

Problem: 
Let us move on to maturity 
2 Pet 1:3 
We have everything we need at salvation to become mature  
2 Pet 1:5-11 
Growing in maturity is normative for a believer 
Even one like Jacob 

Heb 5:11-6:9 
Maturity is not measured by age but by an attitude built by experience.  It is thus a sign of 
assurance in the Christian’s life… 
Immaturity is a sign something is wrong 
A warning meant to encourage us 

let us move on to maturity 

Main Idea: 
to a growing wisdom 
A growing obedience 
A growing perspective 
A growing humility 
A growing boldness  
A growing assurance 

Implication: 
Let us run 
Maturity is an ongoing process…that doesn’t happen by accident - Phil 3:12-17 

Application: 
(Heb 12:1-2 (let us move on, let us run to maturity) 
(2 Tim 4:6-8 (let us finish the race) 

Outro video: 
Run towards a growing wisdom, a growing obedience, a growing perspective, a growing humility, a 
growing boldness, a growing patience.  Do not be satisfied with immaturity. (run the race) 

Articles for further study: 
https://www.gty.org/files/pdf/45111705.pdf 

http://www.barabbas.com/messages/assurance/ 

https://www.barabbas.com/wp-content/notes/assurance_hebrews_5_11_6_20.pdf  

https://www.gotquestions.org/worldliness.html  

https://www.gty.org/files/pdf/45111705.pdf
http://www.barabbas.com/messages/assurance/
https://www.barabbas.com/wp-content/notes/assurance_hebrews_5_11_6_20.pdf
https://www.gotquestions.org/worldliness.html


Let Us Run 

Text: 
To a growing wisdom 
Gen. 46:1 ¶ So Israel took his journey with all that he had and came to Beersheba, 
and offered sacrifices to the God of his father Isaac. 
Gen. 46:2 And God spoke to Israel in visions of the night and said, “Jacob, Jacob.” 
And he said, “Here I am.” 
Gen. 46:3 Then he said, “I am God, the God of your father. Do not be afraid to go 
down to Egypt, for there I will make you into a great nation. 
Gen. 46:4 I myself will go down with you to Egypt, and I will also bring you up 
again, and Joseph’s hand shall close your eyes.” (last message for 430 years until 
Moses and burning bush) 
	 Gen 25:29-34; 27:41-45 (the wisdom of man had failed him - fear of the 
	 Lord is the beginning of wisdom 
	 2 Peter 2:17-22; prov 26:11 (growing in maturity = growing in wisdom) 

A growing obedience  
Gen. 46:5 ¶ Then Jacob set out from Beersheba. The sons of Israel carried Jacob 
their father, their little ones, and their wives, in the wagons that Pharaoh had sent to 
carry him. 
Gen. 46:6 They also took their livestock and their goods, which they had gained in the 
land of Canaan, and came into Egypt, Jacob and all his offspring with him, 
Gen. 46:7 his sons, and his sons’ sons with him, his daughters, and his sons’ 
daughters. All his offspring he brought with him into Egypt.  
Gen. 46:8 ¶ Now these are the names of the descendants of Israel, who came into 
Egypt, Jacob and his sons. Reuben, Jacob’s firstborn, 
Gen. 46:9 and the sons of Reuben: Hanoch, Pallu, Hezron, and Carmi. 
Gen. 46:10 The sons of Simeon: Jemuel, Jamin, Ohad, Jachin, Zohar, and Shaul, the 
son of a Canaanite woman. 
Gen. 46:11 The sons of Levi: Gershon, Kohath, and Merari. 
Gen. 46:12 The sons of Judah: Er, Onan, Shelah, Perez, and Zerah (but Er and Onan 
died in the land of Canaan); and the sons of Perez were Hezron and Hamul. 
Gen. 46:13 The sons of Issachar: Tola, Puvah, Yob, and Shimron. 
Gen. 46:14 The sons of Zebulun: Sered, Elon, and Jahleel. 
Gen. 46:15 These are the sons of Leah, whom she bore to Jacob in Paddan-aram, 
together with his daughter Dinah; altogether his sons and his daughters numbered 
thirty-three. 
Gen. 46:16 ¶ The sons of Gad: Ziphion, Haggi, Shuni, Ezbon, Eri, Arodi, and Areli. 
Gen. 46:17 The sons of Asher: Imnah, Ishvah, Ishvi, Beriah, with Serah their sister. 
And the sons of Beriah: Heber and Malchiel. 
Gen. 46:18 These are the sons of Zilpah, whom Laban gave to Leah his daughter; 
and these she bore to Jacob—sixteen persons. 
Gen. 46:19 ¶ The sons of Rachel, Jacob’s wife: Joseph and Benjamin. 
Gen. 46:20 And to Joseph in the land of Egypt were born Manasseh and Ephraim, 
whom Asenath, the daughter of Potiphera the priest of On, bore to him. 
Gen. 46:21 And the sons of Benjamin: Bela, Becher, Ashbel, Gera, Naaman, Ehi, 
Rosh, Muppim, Huppim, and Ard. 
Gen. 46:22 These are the sons of Rachel, who were born to Jacob—fourteen persons 
in all. 
Gen. 46:23 ¶ The son of Dan: Hushim. 
Gen. 46:24 The sons of Naphtali: Jahzeel, Guni, Jezer, and Shillem. 
Gen. 46:25 These are the sons of Bilhah, whom Laban gave to Rachel his daughter, 
and these she bore to Jacob—seven persons in all. 
Gen. 46:26 ¶ All the persons belonging to Jacob who came into Egypt, who were his 
own descendants, not including Jacob’s sons’ wives, were sixty-six persons in all. 
Gen. 46:27 And the sons of Joseph, who were born to him in Egypt, were two. All the 
persons of the house of Jacob who came into Egypt were seventy (adding Jacob 
and Joseph and his two sons). 
	 Gen 31:13; 33:17-18; 35:1-2(wrong direction ->only one step in the 	 	
	 right direction - one day journey to bethel) 
	 Eph 2:1-3; 5:6-8 (growing in maturity = growing in obedience) 
	  
A growing perspective  
Gen. 46:28 ¶ He had sent Judah ahead of him to Joseph to show the way before him 
in Goshen, and they came into the land of Goshen. 
Gen. 46:29 Then Joseph prepared his chariot and went up to meet Israel his father in 
Goshen. He presented himself to him (rayaah - always a theophany except 
here) and fell on his neck and wept on his neck a good while. 
Gen. 46:30 Israel said to Joseph, “Now let me die, since I have seen your face 
and know that you are still alive.” 
	 Gen 37:33-35; 42:38; 44:29 (saw God and at peace) 
	 Gen 32:29-30 (he understands God is with Him truly) 
	 Eph 4:11-18 (contrast immaturity) 

A growing humility  
Gen. 46:31 Joseph said to his brothers and to his father’s household, “I will go up and 
tell Pharaoh and will say to him, ‘My brothers and my father’s household, who were in 
the land of Canaan, have come to me. 
Gen. 46:32 And the men are shepherds, for they have been keepers of livestock, and 
they have brought their flocks and their herds and all that they have.’ 
Gen. 46:33 When Pharaoh calls you and says, ‘What is your occupation?’ 
Gen. 46:34 you shall say, ‘Your servants have been keepers of livestock from our 
youth even until now, both we and our fathers,’ in order that you may dwell in the land 
of Goshen, for every shepherd is an abomination to the Egyptians.” 
Gen. 47:1 ¶ So Joseph went in and told Pharaoh, “My father and my brothers, with 
their flocks and herds and all that they possess, have come from the land of Canaan. 
They are now in the land of Goshen.” 
Gen. 47:2 And from among his brothers he took five men and presented them to 
Pharaoh. 
Gen. 47:3 Pharaoh said to his brothers, “What is your occupation?” And they said to 
Pharaoh, “Your servants are shepherds, as our fathers were.” 

Gen. 47:4 They said to Pharaoh, “We have come to sojourn in the land, for there is no 
pasture for your servants’ flocks, for the famine is severe in the land of Canaan. And 
now, please let your servants dwell in the land of Goshen.” 
Gen. 47:5 Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Your father and your brothers have come to 
you. 
Gen. 47:6 The land of Egypt is before you. Settle your father and your brothers 
in the best of the land. Let them settle in the land of Goshen, and if you know any 
able men among them, put them in charge of my livestock.” 
	 Gen 34:30-31 (used to care about reputation)  
	 1 Cor 1:28; 4:8-16 (growing in maturity = growing in humility) 

A growing boldness  
Gen. 47:7 ¶ Then Joseph brought in Jacob his father and stood him before Pharaoh, 
and Jacob blessed Pharaoh. 
Gen. 47:8 And Pharaoh said to Jacob, “How many are the days of the years of your 
life?” 
Gen. 47:9 And Jacob said to Pharaoh, “The days of the years of my sojourning 
are 130 years. Few and evil have been the days of the years of my life, and they have 
not attained to the days of the years of the life of my fathers in the days of their 
sojourning.” 
Gen. 47:10 And Jacob blessed Pharaoh and went out from the presence of 
Pharaoh. 
Gen. 47:11 Then Joseph settled his father and his brothers and gave them a 
possession in the land of Egypt, in the best of the land, in the land of Rameses, as 
Pharaoh had commanded. 
Gen. 47:12 And Joseph provided his father, his brothers, and all his father’s 
household with food, according to the number of their dependents. 
Gen. 47:13 ¶ Now there was no food in all the land, for the famine was very severe, 
so that the land of Egypt and the land of Canaan languished by reason of the famine. 
Gen. 47:14 And Joseph gathered up all the money that was found in the land of Egypt 
and in the land of Canaan, in exchange for the grain that they bought. And Joseph 
brought the money into Pharaoh’s house. 
Gen. 47:15 And when the money was all spent in the land of Egypt and in the land of 
Canaan, all the Egyptians came to Joseph and said, “Give us food. Why should we 
die before your eyes? For our money is gone.” 
Gen. 47:16 And Joseph answered, “Give your livestock, and I will give you food in 
exchange for your livestock, if your money is gone.” 
Gen. 47:17 So they brought their livestock to Joseph, and Joseph gave them food in 
exchange for the horses, the flocks, the herds, and the donkeys. He supplied them 
with food in exchange for all their livestock that year. 
Gen. 47:18 And when that year was ended, they came to him the following year and 
said to him, “We will not hide from my lord that our money is all spent. The herds of 
livestock are my lord’s. There is nothing left in the sight of my lord but our bodies and 
our land. 
Gen. 47:19 Why should we die before your eyes, both we and our land? Buy us and 
our land for food, and we with our land will be servants to Pharaoh. And give us seed 
that we may live and not die, and that the land may not be desolate.” 
Gen. 47:20 ¶ So Joseph bought all the land of Egypt for Pharaoh, for all the Egyptians 
sold their fields, because the famine was severe on them. The land became 
Pharaoh’s. 
Gen. 47:21 As for the people, he made servants of them from one end of Egypt to the 
other. 
Gen. 47:22 Only the land of the priests he did not buy, for the priests had a fixed 
allowance from Pharaoh and lived on the allowance that Pharaoh gave them; therefore 
they did not sell their land. 
Gen. 47:23 ¶ Then Joseph said to the people, “Behold, I have this day bought you 
and your land for Pharaoh. Now here is seed for you, and you shall sow the land. 
Gen. 47:24 And at the harvests you shall give a fifth to Pharaoh, and four fifths shall 
be your own, as seed for the field and as food for yourselves and your households, 
and as food for your little ones.” 
Gen. 47:25 And they said, “You have saved our lives; may it please my lord, we will be 
servants to Pharaoh.” 
Gen. 47:26 So Joseph made it a statute concerning the land of Egypt, and it stands 
to this day, that Pharaoh should have the fifth; the land of the priests alone did not 
become Pharaoh’s. 
Gen. 47:27 ¶ Thus Israel settled in the land of Egypt, in the land of Goshen. 
And they gained possessions in it, and were fruitful and multiplied greatly. 
Gen. 47:28 And Jacob lived in the land of Egypt seventeen years. So the days 
of Jacob, the years of his life, were 147 years. 
	 Gen 32:28; 33:1-3 (Jacob had not been bold) 
	 Heb 7:4-7 (with understanding) 
	 2 Cor 3:12-18 (growing in maturity = growing in boldness) 

A growing assurance     
Gen. 47:29 ¶ And when the time drew near that Israel must die, he called his son 
Joseph and said to him, “If now I have found favor in your sight, put your hand under 
my thigh and promise to deal kindly and truly with me. Do not bury me in Egypt, 
Gen. 47:30 but let me lie with my fathers. Carry me out of Egypt and bury me in 
their burying place.” He answered, “I will do as you have said.” 
Gen. 47:31 And he said, “Swear to me”; and he swore to him. Then Israel bowed 
himself upon the head of his bed. 
	 Gen 46:4; 48:21 
	 Heb 11:9-16; 11:1 (contrast immaturity - impatience)


