
God of the Broken 

Intro Video: 
One of the most obvious but unacknowledged truths in the Bible is that -  
Not all believers are believers - (millennial missionaries video) 

Problem: 
Acts 8:9-24 (not all “believers” are believers) 
Jn 2:23-25 - John’s gospel is missing a word that every other gospel emphasizes - repentance - 
John does not every mention it - even once - instead he uses the word believe/trust)  
John 8:30-47 (but not every belief is a saving belief) 
2 Peter 3:9-10 (Peter uses a synonym of belief - repentance - repentance does not mean sorrow) 
Matt 27:3-5 (mere remorse is not repentance - it is worldly grief and it leads to death) 
Repentance = change of mind 
True repentance is a gift of God  
it is a change of heart visible in our actions   
It is the doorway of salvation and the posture of the saved 

Joseph understood that real faith - real repentance - bears real fruit - Genesis 44 is about that fruit  

Main Idea: 
Godly grief 
Produces a repentance 
That bears fruit… 
	  
Implication: 
…Leading to a salvation without regret - 2 Cor 7:9-10  
- Rev 2:5 (so be zealous and repent) 
- Rev 3:19 (no such thing as unrepentant saving faith) 
- Psalm 7:12 (The brazen are not saved) 
- Lk 5:29-32; 13:1-5; 15:7; 24:45-49; acts 17:30; 20:18-21 (only the broken) 

Application: 
- Acts 5:30-32; 11:18; 2 Tim 2:25 (seeing our brokenness is a gift and crying out to God is a gift)  
- 1 Jn 1:5-10 (God is a God of the broken- it is the posture of the godly) 
- Ps 32 (Its in our brokenness that we find our blessing) 

- (real guilt requires real repentance that brings real relief) 

Outro Video: 
(God of the broken) 

Articles for further study: 
https://www.gotquestions.org/repentance.html 

https://www.ligonier.org/learn/articles/faith-and-repentance/ 

https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/the-heart-of-true-repentance  

https://www.gotquestions.org/repentance.html
https://www.ligonier.org/learn/articles/faith-and-repentance/
https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/the-heart-of-true-repentance


God of the Broken 

Text: 
Godly grief 
Gen. 44:1 ¶ Then he commanded the steward of his house, “Fill 
the men’s sacks with food, as much as they can carry, and put 
each man’s money in the mouth of his sack, 
Gen. 44:2 and put my cup, the silver cup, in the mouth of 
the sack of the youngest, with his money for the grain.” And 
he did as Joseph told him. 
Gen. 44:3 ¶ As soon as the morning was light, the men were 
sent away with their donkeys. 
Gen. 44:4 They had gone only a short distance from the city. 
Now Joseph said to his steward, “Up, follow after the men, and 
when you overtake them, say to them, ‘Why have you repaid evil 
for good? 
Gen. 44:5 Is it not from this that my lord drinks, and by this that 
he practices divination? You have done evil in doing this.’” 
Gen. 44:6 ¶ When he overtook them, he spoke to them these 
words. 
Gen. 44:7 They said to him, “Why does my lord speak such 
words as these? Far be it from your servants to do such a thing! 
Gen. 44:8 Behold, the money that we found in the mouths of 
our sacks we brought back to you from the land of Canaan. 
How then could we steal silver or gold from your lord’s house? 
Gen. 44:9 Whichever of your servants is found with it shall die, 
and we also will be my lord’s servants.” 
Gen. 44:10 He said, “Let it be as you say: he who is found with 
it shall be my servant, and the rest of you shall be innocent.” 
Gen. 44:11 Then each man quickly lowered his sack to the 
ground, and each man opened his sack. 
Gen. 44:12 And he searched, beginning with the eldest and 
ending with the youngest. And the cup was found in Benjamin’s 
sack. 
Gen. 44:13 Then they tore their clothes, and every man 
loaded his donkey, and they returned to the city. 
	 - Gen 43:26-34 (Jospeh had a 	plan for them - a 	 	
	 chance to get rid of the favored one) 
	  
produces a repentance 
Gen. 44:14 ¶ When Judah and his brothers came to Joseph’s 
house, he was still there. They fell before him to the ground. 
Gen. 44:15 Joseph said to them, “What deed is this that you 
have done? Do you not know that a man like me can indeed 
practice divination?” 
Gen. 44:16 And Judah said, “What shall we say to my lord? 
What shall we speak? Or how can we clear ourselves? God has 
found out the guilt of your servants; behold, we are my lord’s 
servants, both we and he also in whose hand the cup has been 
found.” 
Gen. 44:17 But he said, “Far be it from me that I should do so! 
Only the man in whose hand the cup was found shall be my 
servant. But as for you, go up in peace to your father.” 
	 -Gen 37:25-28 (Judah was wicked) 
	 -Gen 38:26 (same time period as his hypocrisy 	 	
	 revealed- God was working on Judah to 	 	 	
	 bring him to this moment) 
	 - 1 Cor 5:1-13 (the purpose of discipline- godly grief) 
	 - 2 Cor 7:9-11 (that product of discipline -change of 	
	 heart) 
	 - Heb 12:4-8 (the privilege of discipline - Their 	 	
	 repentance did not catch Joseph by surprise - he 	 	
	 cultivated it to save them) 

	  

That bears fruit 
Gen. 44:18 ¶ Then Judah went up to him and said, “Oh, my 
lord, please let your servant speak a word in my lord’s ears, and 
let not your anger burn against your servant, for you are like 
Pharaoh himself. 
Gen. 44:19 My lord asked his servants, saying, ‘Have you a 
father, or a brother?’ 
Gen. 44:20 And we said to my lord, ‘We have a father, an old 
man, and a young brother, the child of his old age. His brother is 
dead, and he alone is left of his mother’s children, and his father 
loves him.’ 
Gen. 44:21 Then you said to your servants, ‘Bring him down to 
me, that I may set my eyes on him.’ 
Gen. 44:22 We said to my lord, ‘The boy cannot leave his father, 
for if he should leave his father, his father would die.’ 
Gen. 44:23 Then you said to your servants, ‘Unless your 
youngest brother comes down with you, you shall not see my 
face again.’ 
Gen. 44:24 ¶ “When we went back to your servant my father, 
we told him the words of my lord. 
Gen. 44:25 And when our father said, ‘Go again, buy us a little 
food,’ 
Gen. 44:26 we said, ‘We cannot go down. If our youngest 
brother goes with us, then we will go down. For we cannot see 
the man’s face unless our youngest brother is with us.’ 
Gen. 44:27 Then your servant my father said to us, ‘You know 
that my wife bore me two sons. 
Gen. 44:28 One left me, and I said, “Surely he has been torn to 
pieces,” and I have never seen him since. 
Gen. 44:29 If you take this one also from me, and harm happens 
to him, you will bring down my gray hairs in evil to Sheol.’ 
Gen. 44:30 ¶ “Now therefore, as soon as I come to your servant 
my father, and the boy is not with us, then, as his life is bound 
up in the boy’s life, 
Gen. 44:31 as soon as he sees that the boy is not with us, he 
will die, and your servants will bring down the gray hairs of your 
servant our father with sorrow to Sheol. 
Gen. 44:32 For your servant became a pledge of safety for the 
boy to my father, saying, ‘If I do not bring him back to you, then I 
shall bear the blame before my father all my life.’ 
Gen. 44:33 Now therefore, please let your servant remain 
instead of the boy as a servant to my lord, and let the boy 
go back with his brothers (picture of his descendant- 
Christ). 
Gen. 44:34 For how can I go back to my father if the boy is not 
with me? I fear to see the evil that would find my father.” 
	 - Lk 3:3-9;Acts 26:20  (rep. bears fruit) 
	 - Philem 17-20 (Paul fruit) 
	 - 1 Jn 2:1-11 (our fruit) 
	 - Jn 3:4-16 (not perfection but practice)


