
The Scarlet Thread

Intro: 
how could a seemingly random story about sex, sin and scandal possibly be redemptive?  We are 
supposed to read this for our devotions.  Can you? 

Problem: 
Matt 1:18-25 
why did God choose such a scandal to bring forth His Son?  
what does this have to do with Genesis 38? 
what does genesis 38 have to do with the larger story of Joseph? 

Main Idea: 
Judah 
in his disobedience 
deception 
depravity 
and delusion  
is woven into God’s tapestry of sovereign grace 
by a scarlet thread 

Implication: 
Grace is the most offensive truth in the Bible and also the most glorious 

it is like water, running down into the lowest cracks of scripture drenching every scandal with a glorious 
crimson stain - 

No matter haw dark the chapter, there is a scarlet thread of sovereign grace running through Scripture 
boldly leading us Christ 

Application: 
can you see it 

Articles: 
https://www.gotquestions.org/scarlet-thread.html  

https://www.barabbas.com/wp-content/notes/credentials_matthew_1_1_17.pdf 

http://www.barabbas.com/messages/credentials/  

https://www.gotquestions.org/scarlet-thread.html
https://www.barabbas.com/wp-content/notes/credentials_matthew_1_1_17.pdf
http://www.barabbas.com/messages/credentials/


The Scarlet Thread

text 
Judah 
Gen. 38:1 ¶ It happened at that time that Judah went down from 
his brothers and turned aside to a certain Adullamite, whose name 
was Hirah. 
	 Gen 37:36…39:1 (why this interruption, both went down) 
 Gen 37:26-28 (from selfish) 
 Gen 44:18-34 (to sacrificial -this chapter explains the   
 change) 

in his disobedience 
Gen. 38:2 There Judah saw the daughter of a certain Canaanite 
whose name was Shua. He took her and went in to her, 
Gen. 38:3 and she conceived and bore a son, and he called his 
name Er (evil backwards in Hebrew) 
Gen. 38:4 She conceived again and bore a son, and she called his 
name Onan. 
Gen. 38:5 Yet again she bore a son, and she called his name Shelah. 
Judah was in Chezib when she bore him. 
	 Gengen 24:3; 27:46; 28:1, 6-8; 36:2  (disobedience   
 follows distrust) 
 Acts 7:51-54 (thread of disobedience running through the  
 Bible)  

deception 
Gen. 38:6 ¶ And Judah took a wife for Er his firstborn, and her name 
was Tamar. 
Gen. 38:7 But Er, Judah’s firstborn, was wicked in the sight of the 
LORD, and the LORD put him to death. 
Gen. 38:8 Then Judah said to Onan, “Go in to your brother’s wife 
and perform the duty of a brother-in-law to her, and raise up 
offspring for your brother.” 
Gen. 38:9 But Onan knew that the offspring would not be his. So 
whenever he went in to his brother’s wife he would waste the semen 
on the ground, so as not to give offspring to his brother. 
Gen. 38:10 And what he did was wicked in the sight of the 
LORD, and he put him to death also. 
Gen. 38:11 Then Judah said to Tamar his daughter-in-law, “Remain 
a widow in your father’s house, till Shelah my son grows up”—for he 
feared that he would die, like his brothers. So Tamar went and 
remained in her father’s house. 
	 Deut 25:5-10 (legal expectation) 
 Ruth 4:5-10, 13, 17 (perpetuate family line) 
 Mk 12:18-25 (still practiced in Jesus day) 
 Rom 3:9-18 (thread of deception running through the Bible) 

depravity 
Gen. 38:12 ¶ In the course of time the wife of Judah, Shua’s 
daughter, died. When Judah was comforted, he went up to Timnah 
to his sheepshearers, he and his friend Hirah the Adullamite. 
Gen. 38:13 And when Tamar was told, “Your father-in-law is going 
up to Timnah to shear his sheep,” 
Gen. 38:14 she took off her widow’s garments and covered herself 
with a veil, wrapping herself up, and sat at the entrance to Enaim, 
which is on the road to Timnah. For she saw that Shelah was 
grown up, and she had not been given to him in marriage. 
Gen. 38:15 When Judah saw her, he thought she was a prostitute, 
for she had covered her face. 
Gen. 38:16 He turned to her at the roadside and said, “Come, let me 
come in to you,” for he did not know that she was his daughter-in-
law. She said, “What will you give me, that you may come in to me?” 
Gen. 38:17 He answered, “I will send you a young goat from the 
flock.” And she said, “If you give me a pledge, until you send it—” 
Gen. 38:18 He said, “What pledge shall I give you?” She replied, 
“Your signet and your cord and your staff that is in your hand.” So he 
gave them to her and went in to her, and she conceived by him. 
Gen. 38:19 Then she arose and went away, and taking off her veil 
she put on the garments of her widowhood. 
	 2 Sam 11:1-27 (thread of depravity running through Bible) 

and delusion 
Gen. 38:20 ¶ When Judah sent the young goat by his friend the 
Adullamite to take back the pledge from the woman’s hand, he did 
not find her. 
Gen. 38:21 And he asked the men of the place, “Where is the cult 
prostitute who was at Enaim at the roadside?” And they said, “No 
cult prostitute has been here.” 
Gen. 38:22 So he returned to Judah and said, “I have not found her. 
Also, the men of the place said, ‘No cult prostitute has been here.’” 
Gen. 38:23 And Judah replied, “Let her keep the things as her own, 
or we shall be laughed at. You see, I sent this young goat, and you 
did not find her.” 
Gen. 38:24 ¶ About three months later Judah was told, “Tamar your 
daughter-in-law has been immoral. Moreover, she is pregnant by 
immorality.” And Judah said, “Bring her out, and let her be burned.” 
Gen. 38:25 As she was being brought out, she sent word to her 
father-in-law, “By the man to whom these belong, I am pregnant.” 
And she said, “Please identify whose these are, the signet and the 
cord and the staff.” 
Gen. 38:26 Then Judah identified them and said, “She is more 
righteous than I, since I did not give her to my son Shelah.” And he 
did not know her again.	  
	 2 Sam 12:1-13, 24 (thread of delusion running through the  
 Bible) 

is woven into God’s tapestry of sovereign grace 
Gen. 38:27 ¶ When the time of her labor came, there were twins in 
her womb. 
Gen. 38:28 And when she was in labor, one put out a hand, and the 
midwife took and tied a scarlet thread on his hand, saying, “This 
one came out first.” 
Gen. 38:29 But as he drew back his hand, behold, his brother came 
out. And she said, “What a breach you have made for yourself!” 
Therefore his name was called Perez. 
Gen. 38:30 Afterward his brother came out with the scarlet thread 
on his hand, and his name was called Zerah. 
 Gen 49:8-12 (tapestry of sovereign grace) 
 Rev 21:12 (disobedience, deception, depravity and   
 delusion woven together into a tapestry of grace) 
	  
by a scarlet thread 
there is a scarlet thread of sovereign grace woven throughout the 
Bible 
	 you can see it throughout the tabernacle - Ex 26:1 
 you can see in the cleansing - Lev 14:1-4 
 you can see it in the sacrifice - Num 19:1-6 
 you can see it in the covenants - Heb 9:19-20 
 it is a picture of grace and mercy - josh 2:18, 21 (passover)  
 Tamar, Rahab, Ruth, Bathsheba, and Mary saw the scarlet  
 thread - Matt 1:1-6, 16 - can you 
 grace is the most offensive truth in the Bible and also the   
 most glorious - can you see it - John 8:41 


