
The Powerful Gospel

Intro: 
1 cor 1:3-17   
Grace to you - is not a formality  
The Corinthians were divided because they didn’t understand the power of the gospel  
They didn’t understand the power and force of grace…do you? 

Problem: 
1 Cor 1:26-31  
The divided Corinthians were not saved because they were wise or noble or awesome… 

Paul wanted them to know they were saved by a foolish gospel…But how? 

1 Cor 1:18-25 
The foolish gospel is also the powerful gospel…Paul spends chapter 2 showing us why 

Main Idea: 
Salvation comes by  
His Word 
His wisdom 
His work 

Implication: 
Acts 23:1-11  
How could God be proud of Him? 
Salvation does not come from your word 
It does not come because of your wisdom 
It does not come because of your work 

Application: 
1 cor 15:58  
In the Lord your labor not in vain - God doesn’t count your converts - He rewards your labor   

When it comes to evangelism… 
Rest in the sufficiency of His Word 
His wisdom  
His work 

And even if it is sometimes hard to see…He is working  

Articles for further study: 
https://www.monergism.com/thethreshold/articles/onsite/sproul01.html 

https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/theology-that-comforts-the-weary-soul  

http://www.barabbas.com/sermons-book/?
sapurl=Lys0OTViL2xiL21pLyt6emM4N3gyP2JyYW5kaW5nPXRydWUmZW1iZWQ9dHJ1ZQ==  

https://www.monergism.com/thethreshold/articles/onsite/sproul01.html
https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/theology-that-comforts-the-weary-soul
http://www.barabbas.com/sermons-book/?sapurl=Lys0OTViL2xiL21pLyt6emM4N3gyP2JyYW5kaW5nPXRydWUmZW1iZWQ9dHJ1ZQ==
http://www.barabbas.com/sermons-book/?sapurl=Lys0OTViL2xiL21pLyt6emM4N3gyP2JyYW5kaW5nPXRydWUmZW1iZWQ9dHJ1ZQ==


The Powerful Gospel

text: 
Salvation comes by His Word 
1Corinthians 2:1 ¶ And I, when I came to you, brothers, I did not come proclaiming to you the testimony of God with 
lofty speech or wisdom. 
1Corinthians 2:2 For I decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ and him crucified. 
1Corinthians 2:3 And I was with you in weakness and in fear and much trembling, 
1Corinthians 2:4 and my speech and my message were not in plausible words of wisdom, but in demonstration of the 
Spirit and of power, 
1Corinthians 2:5 so that your faith might not rest in the wisdom of men but in the power of God. 
 1 pet 1:3-9, 22-25 (Born again by the word Rom 10:5-17 (faith through the Word of Christ))  
 2 Tim 3:1-4:5 (salvation does not come from your word but His)  
 Heb 4:12-13 (His word is living and active) 
 is 55:10-11 (boast in His Word - our words fail - His do not)  

His wisdom 
1Corinthians 2:6 ¶ Yet among the (perfect/)mature we do impart wisdom, although it is not a wisdom of this age or 
of the rulers of this age, who are doomed to pass away. 
1Corinthians 2:7 But we impart a secret and hidden wisdom of God, which God decreed before the ages for our 
glory. 
1Corinthians 2:8 None of the rulers of this age understood this, for if they had (and they hadn’t 2 class cond. if), they 
would not have crucified the Lord of glory. 
1Corinthians 2:9 But, as it is written, “What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor the heart of man imagined, what 
God has prepared for those who love him”— 
	 eph 1:3-14 (before foundation of world - unconditional grace - before the ages for our glory (Phil 1:6 (God will finish   
  what He started -and He is still working) 
 rom 9:6-24 (in our wisdom that doesn’t seem fair - no injustice on God’s part) 
 rom 8:28-30 (it doesn’t always make sense) 
 col 2:13-15 (God used Pharaoh’s command to kill the Hebrew babies brought Moses into power.  He used the   
  jealousy of Josephs brothers to provide a place for His people to grow - He used satan’s plans to give   
  victory to His saints - fallen evil will compatible with His good WISE will to accomplish His purposes)  
 acts 2:23 (boast in His wisdom - our wisdom fails…His does not) 

His work  
1Corinthians 2:10 ¶ these things God has revealed to us through the Spirit. For the Spirit searches everything, even 
the depths of God. 
1Corinthians 2:11 For who knows a person’s thoughts except the spirit of that person, which is in him? So also no one 
comprehends the thoughts of God except the Spirit of God. 
1Corinthians 2:12 Now we have received not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, that we 
might understand the things freely given us by God. 
1Corinthians 2:13 And we impart this in words not taught by human wisdom but taught by the Spirit, interpreting 
spiritual truths to those who are spiritual. 
1Corinthians 2:14 ¶ The natural person does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are folly to him, and he is 
not able to understand them because they are spiritually discerned. 
1Corinthians 2:15 The spiritual person judges all things, but is himself to be judged by no one. 
1Corinthians 2:16 “For who has understood the mind of the Lord so as to instruct him?” But we have the mind of 
Christ. 
	 1 Jn 5:1 (perfect tense - regeneration precedes faith)  
 Jn 1:9-13; 3:1-8; 6:35-37, 60-65; 8:43-47; 11:43 (what do blind lame lepers children and dead men have in   
  common  with law breakers? inability)  
  (Matt 7:15-20 (our nature is our problem - no amount of persuasion no amount of planning no amount of   
  performing can turn a dog into a man - my words, my wisdom, my work does nothing but His does it all) 
  (1 cor 15:21-22, 42-49 (IN Adam) 
 eph 2:1-10 (the natural man is spiritually dead…but God -  
  boast in His work - our works fail over and over again…His do not)
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Application Questions 
MESSAGE RECEIVED  

(Do you understand what you learned?)  

• What is the main point of this message? (Could you summarize it in your own words?)  

• What is something new that you learned?  

◦ What was your knowledge in this area before you heard this message?  

◦ Any change you will make in your daily life based upon this new knowledge?  

• What reference verse stands out to you and why?  

• How did this message encourage you? Why do you think that is? 

• Did the message pair with your weekly bible reading in any way? 

• What is a struggle you had with this message? It’s content or it’s application? 

• What are some truths that stand out to you in this message?  

◦ Any life testimonies that you can think of that are good examples of these truths?  

• What character/attribute of God stands out to you the most in this message and why?  

◦ Any specific verse that puts this attribute on display?  
 

MESSAGE APPLIED  
(What are you going to do with what you learned?) 

Culture 
• What are the lies of the world/devil that we need to be aware of that are antithetical to this 

message?  

• What do you think the cultural animosity is towards this message if we apply it rightly?  

Church 
• How do you see this message impacting the church corporately? (locally/globally) 

◦ What prayers would be good to pray for the church body based on this message?  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Individual  

• Is there a sin in your life that this message convicted you of?  

◦ Why do you think this was a blind spot in your sanctification before this message?  

• How did the message address any specific life circumstance you are going through right 
now?  

• Select two questions from the below list and write down your answer to them:  

◦ How does this message change or impact your:  

▪ Prayer Life?  
▪ Evangelism?  
▪ Bible Reading?  
▪ Christian Relationships?  
▪ Non-Christian relationships?  
▪ Parenting? 
▪ Role as a Husband/Wife?  
▪ Workplace? 

• How have you been changed by this message? What is your one memorable 
takeaway.  If I ask you “How did God sanctify you through the preaching of this 
message, how would you respond?" 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